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KEY THEMES

US community opposition delaying projects ($98bn)

Rising scrutiny of AI energy, water and methane impacts

Potential for moratoria/stricter regulation on datacentres

India: YEIDA earmarks 500 acres for AI/data centres

Water stress and Colorado River negotiations (Nevada)

Permitting headwinds for large solar projects (Nevada example)

Top news (3 developments)
Local resistance is increasingly delaying US buildouts: Communities increasingly

block data center expansions for AI cites Data Center Watch tracking 20

proposals worth $98bn that were delayed or blocked (April–June), affecting

major developers and hyperscalers (Microsoft, Google, Amazon, Facebook).

Environmental scrutiny is intensifying around AI-driven demand: Experts warn AI’s

energy and water impacts threaten climate highlights concerns over energy,

water and methane pollution, including reported methane plumes at xAI’s

Colossus, with calls for moratoria or stricter regulation from UN/civil society

actors.

New capacity corridors continue to be planned in India: YEIDA sets aside 500 acres

for AI and finance hub says the Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development

Authority has earmarked ~500 acres (Sector 11) for an AI + financial services

hub, explicitly including land for data centres; YEIDA will invite EOIs and

appoint an expert agency to shape the investment/development model.

Key deals and projects

India: greenfield zoning for data centre-led cluster

YEIDA sets aside 500 acres for AI and finance hub

Location: Sector 11 (YEIDA area).

Land bank: ~500 acres earmarked for a dedicated AI/financial services hub

including data centres and banking technology firms.
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Process/timeline: YEIDA to invite EOIs; an expert agency will prepare a

development and investment model and help evaluate proposals (technical

capability and strategy) and conduct industry outreach.

Investor takeaway: early-stage platform formation; watch for EOI terms,

concession structure, and any power/water enabling commitments once the

model is published.

US: projects delayed/blocked by local opposition

Communities increasingly block data center expansions for AI

Scale of friction:20 proposals valued at $98bn delayed or blocked in Apr–

Jun.

Who’s affected: major developers and Big Tech named include Microsoft,

Google, Amazon, Facebook.

What’s changing: the story notes a push for earlier community

engagement and shifts in project strategy as permitting/social licence

becomes a gating item.

Power, water, and grid / interconnection highlights
Grid and resource constraints are now central to the AI/data centre narrative:

Experts warn AI’s energy and water impacts threaten climate points to grid

strain (example: Ireland devoting a large share of electricity to

datacentres) and broader concern about energy and water impacts from

rapid expansion.

Five Nevada environment stories to watch in the new year flags Nevada-specific

pressure points, including data center growth stressing water and power,

and highlights wider state context around Colorado River shortage

negotiations.

Renewables permitting uncertainty can indirectly affect delivery of low-carbon

supply to large loads:

Five Nevada environment stories to watch in the new year notes federal

actions stalling large solar projects, including cancellation of an

Esmeralda County review.
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Policy and regulation watch
Potential tightening of oversight on AI/data centres:

Experts warn AI’s energy and water impacts threaten climate reports calls from

UN and civil society actors for moratoria or stricter regulation, framed

around emissions, water use, and methane.

Water policy and funding uncertainty (Nevada):

Five Nevada environment stories to watch in the new year references a state

water-rights buyback program signed by Gov. Joe Lombardo that

currently lacks budgeted funding, plus Colorado River shortage

negotiations with a Feb. 14 deadline set by Interior Secretary Doug Burgum.

Market notes (adjacent)
Token/compute monetisation products continue to market themselves as

“infrastructure-backed”:

AMT DeFi launches renewable-energy crypto yield as XRP unlocks says AMT DeFi

launched a renewable-energy-powered cloud computing crypto yield

program with ISO-certified and infrastructure-backed daily settlements;

it also notes Ripple’s scheduled release of ~1bn XRP from escrow was treated

as a market non-event.

What to watch next
Whether the US local permitting/social licence trend translates into longer

construction-to-energisation timelines and higher pre-development costs for large

campuses.

Follow-through on India’s YEIDA EOI: developer interest, land pricing/lease

structure, and enabling infrastructure commitments.

In water-stressed markets (e.g., Nevada context), monitor how water-rights

funding gaps and broader basin negotiations influence site selection and

mitigation requirements.

2-line close

Execution risk is rising from non-technical constraints—community acceptance, water

availability, and permitting pace. Platform-style land aggregation continues, but
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investors should expect more emphasis on early stakeholder strategy and resource-

secure siting.

Track any ISO, state, county, or company in the US data center build-out — Telborg tracks power,

permitting, new projects and legislation exclusively from trusted sources

Telborg Pro · $189/mo →

or book a 20-min call →
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